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Marcus Schmickler “Could You Patent the Sun?”

On Wednesday, July 1st, 2020, at 9:30 pm the public space in
Monheim am Rhein will be permeated with a sound
composition by Cologne-based composer Marcus Schmickler,
entitled ‘Could You Patent the Sun?’. It will basically be a
sneak peek of his composition ‘Entwurf einer Rheinlandschaft’
(Draft of a Rhine Landscape) which is to be staged in full
length at the Monheim Triennale in 2021. July’s taste test
provides first insights into this multimodal sonic space. A brief,
accurate, poetic intervention spanning across both banks of
the Rhine river, exploring the relationship between near and
far. Live, free, and outdoors.
After the Triennale had been postponed due to the Corona crisis,
we continued our talks and concerts featuring invited artists on the
Web. Our Artist in Residence Achim Tang has been our wonderful
host during the eleven livestream concerts and talks so far. One of
many highlights was his encounter with Marcus Schmickler. The
conceptual framework for Schmickler’s performance was as
simple as it was impressive. On April 14th the composer invited us
to join him at his electroacoustic studio by simultaneously using
multiple devices to log into his livestream and to distribute these
devices throughout in our own rooms. Due to the inevitable
latencies during the stream, a unique spatial experience was
created which could be influenced by each participant.
Marcus Schmickler is now taking this further into the public space
and thereby provides us with a first taste test of his composition
‘Entwurf einer Rheinlandschaft’ on Wednesday, July 1st, 2020, at
9:30 pm. Four brass musicians will position themselves on the
roof of the Kulturraffinerie K714 and deliver electro-acoustic
sounds for the approx. 20-minute performance of 'Could You
Patent the Sun?', which will be transmitted by speakers from the
opposite side of the Rhine river spanning several hundred metres.
The audience can simultaneously log into the specially created
web stream with complementary content using their own smart
devices, smartphones, etc. It will include recorded spoken words
and singing by Okkyung Lee and Monheim Triennale artist
Jennifer Walshe. The sound experience envisioned by the
composer only takes shape as a result of the interaction of both the
acoustic and electro-acoustic sounds from either side of the Rhine
river as well as the transmitted livestream content. This is
something you can only experience live and locally in Monheim
am Rhein on July 1st, 2020!
The composition title and the libretto have been inspired by a
famous quote by the American immunologist Jonas Salk, who
discovered the polio vaccine in the 1950s. When asked whether he
had applied for a patent for his polio vaccine, he replied: ‘There is
no patent. Could you patent the Sun?’
Live Talk with Kris Davis

During last Tuesday’s livestream with New York musician Kris
Davis they plunged straight into the current situation in the US
after Georg Floyd’s killing. Artist in Residence Achim Tang asked
the successful composer whether it presented a chance for change.
She nodded and added that it felt different to incidents in the past –
now there was hope. Apart from Davis' work at Berklee College of
Music in Boston, the two also discussed her new highly
acclaimed album Diatom Ribbons. In between the talks, selected
video clips provided insights into her music, including an excerpt
from her improvisation 'Snakes and Lattice' with Ingrid Laubrock,
a German musician, also living in New York, and the clip 'Certain
Cells', a fusion of a piece by the same name from the Diatom
Ribbons album and the poem 'To Prisoners' by African-American
poet Gwendolyn Brooks.
For the next live stream on Tuesday, 23 June at 7 pm we are
looking forward to the mayor of Monheim am Rhein Daniel
Zimmermann.
In case you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact
me.
Best regards,
Markus Müller
Head of Communication and Marketing
Monheimer Musikfestival GmbH
Kapellenstr. 42
40789 Monheim am Rhein
Phone +49 (0)2173 999 4605
presse@monheim-triennale.de
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Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

This email was sent to christineeitel@posteo.de
why did I get this? unsubscribe from this list update subscription preferences
Monheim Triennale · Monheimer Musikfestival GmbH · Kapellenstr. 42 · Monheim am Rhein 40789 · Germany

RSS

